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SUBMITTAL DATE:  December 6, 2006
SUBJECT: New Members Nomination and Appointment to the Council for Youth Development
RECOMMENDED MOTION:  That the Riverside County Workforce Development Board approve the appointments of Maureen Chavez and Jill Marks as public-sector representatives (education) to the Council for Youth Development (CYD).
BACKGROUND: In an ongoing effort of the CYD to increase its membership with individuals who can contribute to the CYD mission, the CYD approved the nominations of Maureen Chavez and Jill Marks as public-sector representatives (education) at their November 2006 meeting.
Maureen Chavez has over 10 years of experience in higher education.  Maureen is currently employed with the Riverside Community College – Moreno Valley.  Maureen consistently works with faculty and staff to increase student persistence, retention, and academic success.  Maureen specializes in working with underprivileged populations and developing strategies to ensure success with their educational and future careers goals.  Maureen’s employ with the Riverside County Office of Education for six years included managing and administering Workforce Investment Act youth program services at the Lake Elsinore Youth Opportunity Center, Planet Youth, for three of the six years.  Maureen served at-risk youth between 14-21 years of age while providing the youth with workforce preparation, career development and education opportunities.  Maureen currently holds memberships with the Inland Empire Educational Consortium, Moreno Valley Hispanic Chamber, Moreno Valley Black Chamber, Perris Youth Opportunity Center, Youth Trust in Moreno Valley, and Moreno Valley Morning Rotary Club.  Maureen lives in Riverside with husband Simon and three girls.  They have lived in Riverside for over 10 years.  Maureen earned her M.A. in Education, B.A. Social Science with an emphasis in Sociology and Psychology, B.S. in Social Services, and A.S. in Early Childhood Studies.
Jill Marks is the founding school director for the California public charter school, Gateway to College Early College High School, located on the Riverside Community College District (RCCD) campus in Riverside, California.  First in the nation selected to replicate Portland Community College’s (PCC) Gateway to College program, the charter school – RCCD partnership provides at-risk youth, 16 through 20 years of age, who have dropped out of school, or are near dropping out of school, with the opportunity to earn a high school diploma while achieving college success.  Jill began her career as an educator teaching history at Cypress College and subsequently, taught learners in alternative and adult school programs for Riverside Unified School District. Jill was Assistant Principal for Riverside Adult School for six years and also worked as an Instructional Specialist with RUSD, supporting the school district’s secondary educational programs in history-social science and career technical education. Jill taught teacher credentialing classes for the University of California, Riverside Extension. Jill earned her B.A. and M.A. in History from the University of California, Riverside.
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